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If God is sovereign, why pray? 

A) When we pray - are we to have the mindset 
of expecting an answer, an outcome, or simply 

peace?

B) Some teachers/movements claim that there 
are ways to pray more powerfully and 

effectively. What, if anything, makes one 
prayer more powerful than another? Is 

terminology like ópowerfulô prayer Biblical or 
helpful? 

C) Do the private prayers of a Christian have 
an impact on an unbeliever receiving Christ 

when praying for their salvation?



If God is sovereign, why pray? 

V Prayer aligns us with the purposes of God 
and demonstrates our dependency on Him

V Prayer does not change the will of God. It 
does not get Him to change His purposes. It 
takes us into His counsel so that we can flow 
with Him and the direction He is going

V And prayer reminds us of our dependency 
upon Him. This is why Paul said, óPray 
without ceasingô 



A) When we pray - are we to have the mindset 
of expecting an answer, an outcome, or simply 

peace? 

ü Jesus said: óAsk, and it will be given to you; 
seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be 
opened to you. For everyone who asks 
receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him 
who knocks it will be openedô(Matt.7:7 - 8)

ü But is that true? Or do some get lucky and 
others miss out? 

ü óNow this is the confidence that we have in 
Him, that if we ask anything according to His 
will , He hears us. And if we know that He 
hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we 
have the petitions that we have asked of Himô 
(1 John 5:14 - 15) 



ü Our Father will give us ógoodô things. There is 
a discrepancy between Paulôs prayers and 
our prayers. Our idea of ógood thingsô is 
different to his

ü Our prayers are generally:

ü A ówish listô. E.g. a mortgage application 
approval, our children/grandchildren will 
pass their exam, promotion at work, our 
house to sell at a good price, an upgrade on 
our overseas flight, etc.

ü A ófix listô. Fix this relationship, take away 
this problem, get me out of this messé 



ü But whatôs wrong with asking for these 
things? Arenôt they some of the ógoodô things 
the Father gives us? 

ü Many, many times God does answer these 
prayers

ü But, these are not Paulôs prayer themes

ü And what we ask for is not always good for 
us. How do we know whatôs good for us? 

ü When we want what we want and not what 
God wants this is eating from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil 

Â



God provided a whole garden of fruit trees for 
Adam and Eve to partake from. But they were 

forbidden to eat from one tree

The serpent persuaded them that the 
forbidden fruit was ógoodô

óWhen the woman saw that the tree was good
for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and 
a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of 
its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband 

with her, and he ateô 

(Gen.3:6) 



ü This tree was tempting to them because they 
did not understand or appreciate the scope of 
all they had been given in the garden. The 
serpent beguiled them into believing that 
what they had was insufficient and what they 
didnôt have was something very good they 
were missing out on

ü When something is denied to us in prayer it 
is because it is not ógoodô for us

ü The temptation is to see prayer as something 
which makes God bend to our will. It 
becomes the means by which we can ótakeô



ü Sometimes we want to pray ourselves and 
others out of things that God may want to use

ü Prayer is an environment where we receive 
the good that God has already provided for 
us, not a place where we try to take 
something that is going to ultimately be bad 
for us

ü The less we understand and delight in what 
God has given us, the more we will want to 
take what is not in the will of God for us



óTherefore I also,after I heard of your faith in the 
Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, do not 

cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you 
in my prayers: that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of 
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, the 
eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that 
you may know what is the hope of His calling, what 
are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the 
saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of His 

power toward us who believe, according to the 
working of His mighty power which He worked in 

Christ when He raised Him from the dead and 
seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly 

places, far above all principality and power and might 
and dominion, and every name that is named, not only 

in this age but also in that which is to comeô 

(Eph.1:15 - 21) 



ü Are we eating from the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil? How do we know? óThe Spirit also 
helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what 
we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit 
Himself makes intercession for us with groanings
which cannot be uttered. Now He who searches the 
hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because 
He makes intercession for the saints according to 
the will of Godô (Rom.8:26 - 27)

ü The context is suffering. We donôt know what we 
should pray for because we donôt know what is 
good. The Holy Spirit helps us to pray according to 
the will of God

ü The next verse says óAnd we know that all things 
work together for good to those who love God, to 
those who are the called according to His purposeô 
(Rom.8:28)  



B) Some claim that there are ways to pray 
more powerfully and effectively. What, if 

anything, makes one prayer more powerful 
than another? 

ü Some popular concepts of prayer are 
unbiblical, unhelpful and not glorifying to 
God. E.g. óStorming the gates of heavenô; 
óunlocking heavenô, etc. 

ü We are not óstorming the gates of heavenô. 
Prayer is not an arm - wrestle with God to 
get Him to bend His will to ours. óPrayer is 
not overcoming Godôs reluctance, but 
laying hold of His willingnessô (A W Pink)



ü There is no such thing as óprayer that unlocks 
Heavenô. Two thousand years ago 3 words 
unlocked heaven for all time: óIt is finishedô! 
óHe who did not spare His own Son, but 
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not 
with Him also freely give us all things?ô
(Rom.8:32)

ü The one factor that gives us power in prayer 
is that we come to God through our Great 
High Priest



C) Do the private prayers of a Christian have 
an impact on an unbeliever receiving Christ? 
(When praying for their Salvation)

*Again, prayer is not the power that saves but 
it aligns us with His purpose and demonstrates 
our dependence upon Him in ministry

* óémeanwhile praying also for us, that God 
would open to us a door for the word, to speak 
the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in 
chainsô(Col.4:3)

*We knock on doors, but God opens them. 
When we try to force doors opens it usually 
leads to conflict, strife and pain    



* óTherefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send 
out laborers into His harvestô (Matt.9:38)
*Pray to get the right people in the right place at 
the right time. Acts 13:1 - 3
*Pray for boldness to witness. óNow, Lord, look 
on their threats, and grant to Your servants that 
with all boldness they may speak Your wordô 
(Acts 4:29)
*Pray that we are not muzzled by political 
correctness, or sidetracked by issues and 
agendas within the church. óFinally, brethren, 
pray for us, that the word of the Lord may 
run swiftly and be glorified, just as it is with 
you, and that we may be delivered from 
unreasonable and wicked men; for not all have 
faithô (2 Thes.3:1 - 2)



2) Will believers pass through the 
7 years tribulation? 

Or will the rapture take place before the 
tribulation or midway through?  

Whatôs your understanding?



*I would recommend two of my videos to 
explain more fully my understanding: 
1) The Book of Revelation 
https://youtu.be/KdlRLkvfO9I
2) End Times 2. A Birdôs Eye View 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cOR55j
h4DKk

*Misunderstanding arises if we fail to make a 
distinction between the Great Tribulation and 
the Day of the Lord

*When we differentiate between the two it 
seems clear to me that we do go through at 
least some of the Great Tribulation, i.e. the 
six seals of Rev.6

*The rapture is described in Rev.7

https://youtu.be/KdlRLkvfO9I

